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Service Learning at Dean Petersen Elementary School
By Fayth Dean
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Their purpose is to not only educate 
their students, but to also teach them in a 
way that allows them to let their guard 
down. These students come from 
environments that are filled with violence, 
abuse, yelling, etc. For these students to 
be taught, the teachers use a “trauma-
informed” approach where they are calm 
and patient with their students, which 
allow them to be teachable.
The paradigm that fits this service site is 
the social change paradigm. This 
paradigm is described as focusing on 
process to make the social issue better 
and to work on the root problems. This 
school works with their students 
gradually in a process to help them get 
the education they need. They also build 
relationships with their students. 
The social issue that is being 
addressed is education among 
students in low-income families. 
Dean Petersen helps the students 
with materials they can’t get and 
help them with their behaviors 
living in these bad neighborhoods.
This social issue is getting worse 
slowly:
• A study by Taryn Morrissey and 
Katie Vinopal shows how students 
who live in poorer neighborhoods 
do poorly in school
• Another study shows that students 
who don’t have many opportunities 
to engage in class questions do 
worse in school than those who do 
have those opportunities.
• Schools with partnerships have seen 
students do better academically
An ideal state would be where the 
poverty cycle is gone, and all schools 
and students are equal. 
The site is working with the Wynn 
Resort to provide the students with 
materials for school. They are also 
working with Three Squares Food 
Bank to provide students with 
meals that they can take home.
At Dean Petersen, I was assigned to a 
teacher and helped her with her class. I 
helped the students, answered their 
questions, and sometimes even gave 
them tests. I learned lots of  things 
regarding teaching such as ways to keep 
them focused.
Doing service here opened my eyes to what 
these students really go through and how it 
effects them in the classroom. The teacher I 
was assigned to told me bits about some of  
the students and how at home, they have 
lots that they deal with such as no 
attention, fighting, yelling etc. It makes me 
really want to help low-income students 
more and try to rid this social issue.
